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PJeaW amend the cjairna as follows; 

1 - (Amended) A flexible spine stabilization system comprising: 

a first rod having a fi rst cxi<t portion auiid a sbc^d ci^ portion; 

a first flexible element having at least a first slit forined 
cfetiieni is disposed between &e firsfc anu second end portions* wherein a tfaj first flexible 
element is integrally formed between said first and second rod portions, and wherein the first 
flexible element permits motion of the first end portion relative to the second end portion; 

a first fastener capable of connecting with the first end portion; and 

a second fastener capable of connecting with the second end portion; 

wtfc&reia the first and sc&oftd fa^enete arc capabfe ^g Purely dkegafofi Ate 'R** rod at 
least partially between the exteriorof a first vertebra and a Second verteb r a such that tfte snine 



stabili z ation system ; 

$$y$r4 vertebra. 



jted ; mpveme]f]aLpf the first v< 



2* (Origins!) The flexible spine staSiiiication system of claim 1 , wherein the first md portion 
and the second end portions of the first rod . comprise a tubular structure. 

3> (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim I, wherein tfcc first end portion: 
and the second end portions of the first rod are substantially solid. 

4. (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 1 , wherein the slit in rhe first 
flexible element rbiius a heiical pattern around a portion of the iBist rocL 



5, (OriffsnaJ) Thiss flexible spme staWlizBtion system, of claim 3, wherein -the first flcxibfc 
efcmifiil is Curved iu m ftcUtf ul p6atiorl 16 uuedftxriiodaU; the k*rddsis in the spilic. 

tf. (Original) tto flefcttiic tfiiic aysteih 6i eiajjfa 3, *&fcxci& the fim iieaieie 

cteuidtit iliui-i* uiuiivii uf &*& «ud poiiion iciaii io die scuund pitu puriiou from abuul 1" U> 
about 30° in all planes. 
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V. <Giifeei5dI) Ti« flexible 6yl &iditlL,aiiuii ^^om of ^Umiu J, w l*wcm Utc £ioi HcATwic 
element limits notion of the first end portion relative to the second end portion torn about 0* to 
alkjul 3 n iii\cii plaitc*. 

<<^ghsci) The ^Cai^ 3f vnrcfdniiie nrst fexibrc 

element limits rotation of the first end portion teltfive to the second end portion from about 1° to 

about Sir. 

V. (OhgJnM) lofe llfi&ibie j&pm C sMn^izaiuan sysiem ol claim *, Wherein the Insi iiexibfe 
etesswnt limits rotation of the first end portion relative to the second end portion froth abent ! * to 
about 6°, 

iUnguial) ihe Siexlbie spine siabiiizanW system of claim 3, wherein the firet flexible 
sbsssai limits rotation of fee S^st ^ ^catioji ft&ii*? & tl*e 6*coii4 pvi ik*» ium *Uftl <F W 
about y. ] 



M. (Grijginai) the IlfcXl&W: s£ine ST^rt^on Intern 01 c&Sn Itt, SfrWH too ftfSt S&fcf F 
clement nmvmffi mtafinn of the first endpnrftnn mlarivc to ffv; mwid ^ noifinn. 



12, (Origmai) The flexible spine stabilization system oi claim 3, wherein the first flexible 
element tiuiiut flcAkru-^Uaiskm of tJrt? m»i ««lpoiuun idtrtivc tu die second eudpwfcK^-fitoiit 
about 0° to about 30°, 

13. (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 12, wherein the first flexible 
dement limits ucxxtfi^exuai&skjn oftfn* first eudpuruon relative iu uw second end pwaon irom 
abont0*toabout3* 

14* (Original) The flexible spine stahiljzi^nti *ytf«rn .of nfcrim W, wh«r«m th* first flexible 
element limits flexion-extension of aie first end portion relative to the second end portion innri 
about 3* to about 30^ . 
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li>. (GrignudjTne iiexibie spine stabilization system oiclami », wherein the first flexible 



about U'to about itf 4 . 

16. (drignal) ite flexible spine stabilization system of claim 15, wherein the first flexible 

J&smmt Haste ?<^ baadins cf ttp ; &« ^p^tticn rsiash* te the sccczd 'cad pcrtioii frcm ' 
about 0° to about 3*. 

16. (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 15, wherein the first flexible 

efesacnt limits fciera! fccsdiag cfsfce first and porticii sttafes to fee' abecaa end pqrtWfi»Mu ' 
about 3* to about 30°. 

1 7. (Origfc"!) The flexible spine ^hiliy^fjriri sysfrcrrn of rijfrim t 1 wfcemm th« «mt fWihi* 

ahnitt O mm in ahont 7 mm 

18> {Original Thsr fltx&te spies sttibifeatias sjsteni of skim i?, vAsrSin «fea £tet&te- 
element limits axial compression of the first end portion relative to the second end portion from 

cfc&ut 0.5 nisi ta obcut.7 caas/- . 

■ 

1 5. (Qti&as?) HiQ flakifel« tgjna {^i&2s£s3* s^tenj^f skfei ! 8, \rfsonm-f&a fir* flexible 
element limits axial compression of the first end portion relative to the second end portion fiom 
mftftu 0 ma to about. I mm. 



2a : (prigfn«Qj lite fiexidie qftae m>ti&tod& system ot claim iy. wherein the depth oi the 

flfl?f #?! U9 OTTO? p.O-jppprot t<> *boi?t QQ jpwit rtf the !?Hnw nffhe mrf 

first slit is from about 50 percent to about 80 percent of the radius of the rod. 
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#3. • iQti&pzl) Tte ftexiblvspis* stabilises symm.^f filaijn 1,.wtariit$g Qac ftadtito 
element farmer comprised a second sat formed therein. 

23 tOrigiiaa!) me flexible spme stabilization system of efcjun 22. wi^ein the first sttt and 
ifca ficccsd . aHt to^bls cicmott f^isHcal p^vs arc^^-crticii cf thc fiat rod. 

^ <Oiis;^!}.Tho flexible api^ ^iiL^ik */^cv*. *f vUm 23, yvv yvitiou 

of the first slit and the second slit are disposed m tffc same location on the Hj»t rod. 

25. (jOrigfral) The flexible spin© stebiU2ation system of cfcirn 23, wherein the direction of the 



*2b. (Unjsawuji rac flexible ^pino st^ihsamon system or ctaun wherein foe direction or me 
Slit 



£7. ^SilgUttu) liic iWSwc s|>iiitf h'l^ffi ttuiuu tfytfuau of claim i „ wherein tiw'ilngi flexible 
element forms at least a portion of * wansconnecti>r that connects two Icmgitudfaal rods, 

28. /ftotinaJ) The flftfriblfl spim? .sluhftizfirton ayRt*m of nlmrn 1 . whmnn the first and wwi?rl 
listeners are bone fasteners. 

29. (Original) The flexible spine stabilization System of claim 1, wherein the first slit formed 

iz. the first Scnftfc^tez-cst c&c^4asfigj«&^r a^aglvtte 

first slit is from about 20 percent to about 95 percent of thexadius of the rod, 

31. (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 30, Wherein the depth of the 

first slit is 5ttsn akrct £0 p-crcon* to £5 y^^i »f .ike va&w* vf tire 
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Pleaie add the following new claims: 

32. (new) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 1 . lurther csoiirprising: 
a teMUfiutf Hiving a third end portion mdk fourth end portion; 

a second flexible element having at least a iirst slit formed thereto, wherein said second 
flexible element is disposed between the third and fourth end portions, wherein the second 
flexible element is iiltegraUy fonned between said third and fourth rod^otia, and wherein the 
second ifcxiole element permit* motion of the third end portion reian vc to ttie fourth end portion; 

-whereto the second rod is at least partially disposed between the exterior of the first 
vertebra and second vertebra. 

33. (new) The flexible spine stabilization system of eUum 32, wherein the first and second 
rods permit limited movement «tf the first vertebra neiativt to the second vertebni iii the inbribr- 
posterior direction and substantially restrict lateral bending. 

34. (new) The flexible s»ine stabilization system of claim kfi^ 

rastcner capable of connecting with a poetura of the task rod, mi wherein the third fastener is 
capable of seenrdy disposing the first rod at feast r*ttf ally tetween the exterior of the second 
vertebra and a third veii^bm 

35 : The flexible spine stabilisation system of claim 34, wherein the portion of the first 

&*i ii^osed be?weed the seoond vertebra aad Xhp iliini veriebru «iib*ftaqtialiy restrict movement 
of the second vertebra relative to the third vertebra. 



,36. (new) The flexible spinfe stabilization system of claim 35, wherein the first flexible 
element permits Umited movement of the fust vertebra relative to the second vertebra in the 
anterior-posterior direction and substantially r^^ds iat^ ^adiiig. 



(new) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 34, wherein the portion of the first 
rod disposed between the second vertebra and the third vertebra is capable of permitting limited 
movement of the second vgrtebrk relative to Hie third vertebra. 
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pedicjc screw pamatiy oisposeo in me tma vertebra. 
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